ELLIJAY CITY HALL
JULY 27, 2026

SPECIAL CALLED
MEETING
&
BUDGET
WORKSHOP
5:00PM

Call to Order
Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Agenda

NEW BUSINESS

Review and Action — Agreement With Gilmer County and The Gilmer County Board Of Elections and
Registration To Conduct Municipal Elections

Review and Action — A Resolution To Regulate And Provide For The Calling Of An Election To Determine
Whether The City Council Of The City Of Ellijay Shall Be Authorized To Allow The Consumption Of Alcohol
On Premises From 11:00 A.M. Until 12:30 P.M. On Sundays As Authorized By Article 7 Of Chapter 3 Of Title
3 Of The Official Code Of Georgia Annotated; Requesting The Election Superintendent Of The City Of Ellijay
To Call An Election Of The Voters Of The City Of Ellijay; Approving The Form Of The Question On The
Ballot To Be Used In Such Elections And The Notice Of Such Election; And For Other Purposes.

Adjourn

Budget Workshop



Resolution: No:

A RESOLUTION TO REGULATE AND PROVIDE FOR THE CALLING OF AN
ELECTION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ELLIJAY, GEORGIA, SHALL BE AUTHORIZED TO ALLOW THE CONSUMPTION
OF ALCOHOL ON PREMISES FROM 11:00 A.M. UNTIL 12:30 P.M. ON SUNDAYS AS
AUTHORIZED BY ARTICLE 7 OF CHAPTER 3 OF TITLE 3 OF THE OFFICIAL
CODE OF GEORGIA ANNOTATED; REQUESTING THE ELECTION
SUPERINTENDENT OF THE CITY OF ELLIJAY, GEORGIA TO CALL AN
ELECTION OF THE VOTERS OF THE CITY OF ELLIJAY, GEORGIA; APPROVING
THE FORM OF THE QUESTION ON THE BALLOT TO BE USED IN SUCH
ELECTIONS AND THE NOTICE OF SUCH ELECTION; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Ellijay, Georgia (the "City") is a municipality
duly constituted and existing pursuant to Georgia law; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the State of Georgia has enacted legislation at O.C.G.A. §
3-3-7(j.1) authorizing the City to permit and regulate the sale of alcoholic beverages for
consumption on premises on Sunday from 11:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m., if such provision is
approved in a referendum by the electors of the City voting in an election as called and
conducted pursuant to Georgia law; and

WHEREAS, the City currently regulates the consumption of alcohol on premises on Sundays

and, subject to voter approval, the City intends to utilize the authority provided for at 0.C.G.A. §
3-3-7(j.1); and

WHEREAS, in order to place the question of extended Sunday hours for alcohol consumption

on premises the City must pass a resolution and forward a certified copy of same to the Elections
Superintendent for placing on the ballot; and

WHEREAS, the City resolves to call for a referendum election for the purposes of determining
whether or not these powers shall be exercised.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the City of Ellijay,
Georgia hereby direct the Elections Superintendent to place the following question from Senate

Bill 17 (O.C.G.A. § 3-3-7(j.1)) on the General Election Ballot for November 3, 2026, to read as
follows:

Shall the governing authority of THE CITY OF Ellijay, Georgia be authorized to permit
and regulate Sunday sales of distilled spirits or alcoholic beverages for beverage purposes
by the drink from 11:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.?

()YES  ()NO



NOW, FURTHERMORE, the Mayor and Council of the City of Ellijay, Georgia directs the
Elections Superintendent to cause the date and purpose of the election to be published in the
official organ of the county once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date thereof.

Adopted and approved this 27" day of July, 2026.

ATTEST:
Al Hoyle, Mayor
City Clerk
Al fuller
Thomas Griffith

Tom Crawford

Claudia Penland

Kevin Pritchett



AGREEMENT TO CONDUCT MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF GILMER

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into as of this _ day of , 2026,
by and among the CITY OF ELLIJAY, a municipal corporation of the State of Georgia
(hereinafter referred to as the "City"), GILMER COUNTY, a political subdivision of the
State of Georgia (hereinafter referred to as the "County"); and the GILMER COUNTY
BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION, a public agency of Gilmer County,
Georgia (hereinafter referred to as the "Elections Board");

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the Elections Board has been created by and under the provisions of an act

of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia (Ga. Laws 2024, page 3881, et seq.)(the "Act"),
for the purpose of administering elections within the County; and

WHEREAS, the governing authority of any municipality may authorize the county
within which said municipality wholly or partially lies to conduct any or all elections of said
municipality; and

WHEREAS, the City is located wholly within the County and desires for the County, by
and through the Elections Board, to conduct the municipal elections of the City; and

WHEREAS, the City, as permitted by Article IX, Section 111, Paragraph 1 of the
Constitution of the State of Georgia, has the power to contract for any period not exceeding fifty
years with the County for the County, by and through the Elections Board, to conduct the
municipal elections of the City; and

WHEREAS, the City has determined that it is economically feasible and desirable for
the County, by and through the Elections Board, to conduct all municipal elections held for the

City pursuant to the terms of this Agreement, as authorized by resolution of the City Council of
Ellijay, adopted ; and

WHEREAS, the County has agreed to conduct municipal elections on behalf of the City,
by and through the Elections Board, pursuant to this Agreement, as authorized by a resolution of
the Board of Commissioners of Gilmer County adopted , and a
resolution of the Elections Board adopted ; and

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and conditions

contained herein, and pursuant to the authority of O.C.G.A. § 21-2-45, the parties agree as
follows:



1. .The City hereby requests, and agrees for the Elections Board to conduct any and all
municipal elections held for or in the City and the Elections Board agrees to conduct City
elections, during the term of this Agreement and pursuant to the terms hereof.

2. The City shall furnish the Elections Board, in a timely manner, any and all documents
necessary for the Elections Board to conduct City elections including but not limited to positions
subject to election and candidates for those positions. The Elections Board shall be responsible
for running any required election notices, except as provided herein.

3. The Elections Board shall review and update, with the assistance of the City, if
requested, the voter rolls in order to have a current and certified list prior to any election.

4. The City shall provide the facilities necessary to conduct City elections on Election
Day in a reasonable, orderly fashion, and as may be requested by the Elections Board. Early
(advance) voting will be conducted by the Elections Board at the Gilmer County Voter’s
Registration Office or other appropriate location as determined by the Elections Board.

5. The Elections Board shall be responsible for providing all election materials,
equipment, software, supplies, personnel, and assistance, to ensure that required municipal
elections shall be conducted in a safe, efficient, secure, and orderly fashion. The Elections Board
shall also handle the qualifying of candidates for an election, including but not limited to
arranging for publication of any applicable qualifying fee notice and qualifying period notice.

6. The City shall perform the following duties:

(i) Actas filing officer for all financial statements with the State Ethics
Commission;

(i) Review and approve all calls of election prepared by the Elections Board for
accuracy prior to publication;

7. The County by and through the Elections Board shall exercise all powers and perform
all duties as enumerated in the Act as well as provide all ancillary services necessary to facilitate
the municipal elections of the City, with the exception of those duties to be performed by the
City as detailed in paragraph 6, including but not limited to arranging for publication of the
notice of early voting, the notice of general election and the call of election following approval
by the City.

8. The Elections Board shall certify the results of any municipal election conducted on
behalf of the City as provided by law. The certification process will be held at an appointed time
agreed by the Election Supervisor and the Clerk of the City.

9. The City shall pay the County any and all costs and expenses associated with any
election conducted on behalf of the City by the Elections Board. The County, by and through

the Elections Board, shall provide the City with an invoice reflecting all expenses associated
with each election in a timely manner. Payment shall then be remitted by the City in a timely
manner following receipt of said invoice. Costs and expenses associated with an election may

2



include, but are not limited to, salaries of poll workers, poll managers' fees, printed paper ballot
costs, any advertisement costs and postage costs.

10. Tothe extent allowed by law, the City, County, and Elections Board hereby mutually
agree to indemnify and hold harmless each other from and against any and all costs, claims,
liabilities, losses or damages whatsoever (including reasonable costs and fees of counsel,
auditors or other experts), asserted or arising out of or in connection with each party's
obligations under this Agreement and the administration of elections pursuant hereto, except
costs, claims, liabilities, losses or damages resulting from the gross negligence or willful
misconduct of another party, including the reasonable costs and expenses (including the
reasonable fees and expenses of its counsel) of defending against any such claim or liability in
connection with its exercise or performance of any of its duties hereunder and of enforcing this
indemnification provision. The indemnification set forth herein shall survive the termination of
this Agreement.

11. The City hereby agrees to be responsible for compliance with the rules or regulations
of any other governmental agency which may be applicable as a result of this Agreement,

12. In the event of any election contest involving the City, at the Election Board's
discretion, the attorney for the City or the attorney who customarily represents the Elections
Board in such matters may represent the Elections Board and Elections Supervisor. The City
shall bear the costs of legal fees associated with any election contest involving the City, with
the exception of election contests where misconduct, fraud, or irregularity by any primary or
election official of the Elections Board is found.

13. The initial term of this Agreement shall begin on the date of execution hereof by all
parties ("Effective Date") and shall terminate six (6) years after the Effective Date, on
. This Agreement may be renewed by the parties_by written agreement for
up to a maximum of seven (7) successive terms. Any party may terminate this agreement at any
time with or without reason by giving no less than 60 days written notice to the other parties. In
no event shall this Agreement, including all successive terms, be effective for more than fifty
(50) years.

14. Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the event that the City should determine that it
would like to perform a certain municipal election without terminating this Agreement, the City
shall provide the Elections Board with written notice as soon as reasonably practical after such
determination is made, but in no event less than 60 days prior to the date when publication of the
call of such election is required by law, or 60 days prior to the publication of the qualifying
period notice for any election mandated by statute for which there is no call. The County and the
Elections Board shall honor such request if notice thereof is timely.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have affixed their hands and seals on the date
first mentioned above.

[ Signatures Continued on Following Page]



CITY OF ELLIJAY, GEORGIA

By:
Al Hoyle, Mayor

(OFFICIAL SEAL)

Attest:

Lori Pierce, City Clerk

BOARD OF ELECTIONS:

GILMER COUNTY BOARD OF

ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION
(OFFICIAL SEAL)

By:
Mark Holden, Chairperson

Attest:

Tammy Watkins, Election Supervisor

[Balance of Page Left Blank Intentionally]
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